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Economic and Social Council 
 

Topic B: Ethical AI Development 
 

Introduction 
The rapid development of artificial intelligence (AI) has created multiple opportunities for the 

development of our world. However, these new adaptations have been raising multiple concerns about 
the ethics that the AI has. That's why, in these years, AI has been put to certain ethics that it has to 

have, so it does not generate any problems with society (UNESCO, s.f.). 

Ethical AI development refers to designing and building artificial intelligence systems guided by moral 
principles. Prioritizing fairness, transparency, accountability, and the respect for human rights and 

privacy, so it ensures that AI technologies are aligned with human values (Transcend, s.f.). 

With the passage of time, AI has become critical in multiple points like healthcare, public services and 
finances mainly, ensuring that these systems operate without bias, to not promote discrimination and 

maintain the user’s trust. 

Ethical AI development aims and seeks to eliminate risks in relation to unfair treatment, privacy 
violations, and unfair decision making. This approach promotes responsible creation and innovation 
that benefits society all the way along, but at the same time safeguarding the individual rights and 

encouraging inclusivity among everyone.  
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Definition of Key Terms 
 Artificial intelligence (AI) 

Human knowledge and intelligence processed by a machine, usually in computer systems, gives them 
the power to perform tasks, such as problem solving, reasoning, decision making, learning, among 
others.  
 

 Ethical AI 
Refers to artificial intelligence that sticks to well-defined moral and ethical principles, such as 
individual rights, privacy, fairness, and non-discrimination. This seeks that AI principales are fair and 
promote positive social outcomes.  
 

 AI Ethics 
It's the principales or framework that guide researchers 
and organizations to have a correct use of AI for the 
society's benefit. So it aligns with human values and it can 
address problems correctly, without a bias. 
 

 AI Bias 
AI bias refers to AI favoring certain specific groups of people over others, leading to unfair and 
discriminatory outcomes. And it amplifies discrimination, stereotypes and prejudices.   
 

 AI Accountability 
The state of being responsible or answerable for a system, its behavior, and its potential impacts. 
      

 AI Transparency 
The openness and clarity about how AI systems work, make decisions, and learn over time. So that 
the AI’s decision align with human values.  



 

P á g i n a  3 | 12 

 

Hosted by The Mayflower School 

Background information 
 Origins of the Ethical AI Problem 

Going back in time, the origins of artificial intelligence (AI) go back approximately to the mid 20th 
century, in which people like Alan Turing and John McCarthy started contemplating the machine's 
intelligence and morality. In 1950, Turing put to the test the famous “Turing Test,” that tested the 
machine's intelligence on whether it could act similarly to a human or not. Then, in 1956, it was 
official, the term “artificial intelligence” was established, being the start of AI as something formal. 
The early rise of AI was mainly focused on the use of logic, reasoning, and rule-based systems, in 
which multiple milestones were achieved. However, as AI started being integrated into multiple 
systems and real-world situations, concerns were rapidly raised, and questions about their ethical 
implications started to emerge, since it was clear that the use of AI could have a big impact on 
humanity, whether positive or negative. 
 
The first ethical rules applied, long before modern AI existed, were from Isaac Asimov, who was a 
huge influence on how machine ethics were conceptualized. He established the “Three Laws of 
Robotics,” in which they were: 

1. A robot may not injure a human being or, through inaction, allow a human being to come to 
harm. 

2. A robot must obey the orders given to it by human beings, except where such orders would 
conflict with the First Law. 

3. A robot must protect its own existence as long as such protection does not conflict with the 
First or Second Law. 

Demonstrating how important the ethic and moral principles were when talking about intelligent 
systems (The Origins Of Ethics In AI, s.f.). 
 

 Consequences of Ethical Failures in AI Nowadays 
The failure to address and apply all these ethical frameworks and policies to AI leads to a biased AI, 
making AI decisions in favor of certain groups, exclusion from important services to the more 
vulnerable populations, and unfair treatment. All of these harms make the users distrust the AI 
systems and technologies, when AI is one of the most used and practical tools nowadays, that can 
help you with anything you need, making AI something essential in some areas. In some 
circumstances, the non-ethical AI has led some governments to introduce new laws, banning or 
restricting certain AI applications, since they don't have the morals they should have, because it 
disrespects human values.  
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 Current Situation Towards Ethical AI Development   

In response to these complicated challenges, governments, industries, companies, countries and 
agencies have all worked towards striking a biased AI and making it as similar as possible to be 
aligned with human values. For example global organisations like UNESCO have established and 
recommended normative frameworks like the 2021 Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial 
Intelligence, that had as a base principles like, fairness, human rights, transparency and accountability. 
By this, UNESCO’S recommendation has been taken as an example to follow by many countries, 
making that many technology companies publish their own ethical AI principles and frameworks and 
created multiple programs to constantly monitor the AI so it doesn't operate without any bias. 
 
Despite all of these advances, there are still challenges along the way. The ethical frameworks and 
policies apply differently depending on the country, that's why it has been complicated to establish 
norms that can be applied universally. Either way, lots of industries and governments are constantly 
working with each other over seas to get to an AI that's beneficial for everyone 
 
That's why ethical AI development is a must and it’s rapidly evolving, especially centered around 
discipline on the creation of intelligence systems that align with human-values so it can be accepted 
socially and not cause any problems.  Since AI has been integrated into areas such as healthcare, 
finances, among many others, concerns about bias, discrimination and unfairness have been a 
problem. Developers must constantly identify and eliminate those biases, through extensive research, 
data practices and fairness-aware systems. Transparency is very important, as the decisions from the 
AI’s often are complex and involve tedious processes behind them, causing difficult understanding 
for users or regulators. Making AI decisions explainable and easy, secures the users trust and enables 
accountability. Principles such as fairness, transparency, accountability, and the respect for human 
rights and privacy are the key and well recognized in the process of having an ethical AI system for 
everyone.   
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Major Parties Involved 
 Kingdom of the Netherlands 

 
Netherlands is known for being a leader in AI Ethics, since they have a national strategy that involves 
ethical principles such as human-rights, inclusivity and transparency. The government does multiple 
collaborations with various entities to promote and have an AI that creates a system where social values 
and innovation are the protagonists. Its policies align very closely to the European Union (EU) 
regulations, as well as the EU AI Act (European Commission, 2024).  
 
This progress is seen in education, research and multiple interactions with the public, to be able to build 
trust and know what it's better and have a better understanding of AI (UNESCO, 2023). The Netherlands 
has been cited as one of the principal models for responsible and ethical AI development in Europe, due 
to its very well approach to the topic and being balanced with innovation and the regulations applied. 
Plus being the number one country in 2024 for the most responsible and ethical AI country. 
 
 
 Germany 

 
Germany has been widely recognized as one of the strongest countries with ethical AI development, 
since it aligns with the EU AI Act on which it  “Focuses on developing trustworthy AI technologies to 
enhance Europe’s competitiveness while safeguarding and advancing our democratic values. It aims to 
bring the benefits of AI to various sectors such as healthcare, education, industry, and environmental 
sustainability.” (European Commission, 2025) 
 
The German government has been hugely invested in ethical AI, since they do massive research on it, 
promoting collaborations with academia and industries. Since Germany's approach is very human-
centered, it aligns with human-wellbeing and promotes regulatory experiments, including regular 
sandboxes (AI Regulatory Sandbox Approaches: EU Member State Overview, 2025). And they do broad 
public dialogue, so it shows the commitment to apply a safe AI for their community.  
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 Canada 

 
Canada has been an explorer in ethical AI, it has been recognized internationally for its commitment and 
responsibility on responsible and ethical AI. Canada is well known for their Pan-Canadian AI Strategy, 
made in 2017, in which it was centered on privacy protection, transparency, fairness and inclusivity. 
Canada’s participation is reflected in the frameworks such as Montreal Declaration for Responsible AI 
and the Toronto Declaration on which mainly it promotes equality and fairness in AI systems.  
 
Canada has proposed the Artificial Intelligence and Data Act (AIDA), that aims to regulate the high 
impact AI’s systems, with obligatory requirements for fairness.  
 
 
 United Kingdom 

 
The United Kingdom is well known for its strong institutional framework and their policy leadership. Their 
government made the “Centre of Data Ethics and Innovation” to provide guidance in transparency, 
policy, deep AI research and more. The United Kingdom strategy for AI, seeks ethical research and the 
public’s participation, so it ensures that AI has the public's interest and respect for human rights, no 
discrimination and fairness. The UK is in constant participation in international AI governance efforts, for 
example the UK AI Safety Summit on which it led to the Bletchley Declaration and promoting a more 
human AI with international collaboration. Plus the UK invests in ethical AI testing, by initiatives like the 
AI Safety Institute, empathizing the big importance of trust and social benefits in AI. 
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 United States of America 

 
The United States seeks the responsible use of AI, that's why they go under 5 important principles which 
were established when it comes to AI ethics: responsibility, equitable, traceable, reliable and governable. 
They have some key initiatives such as the National AI Research and Development Strategic Plan and the 
AI Bill of Rights and both of them focus on bias mitigation, fairness and privacy. The US plays a big role in 
the international AI governance discussions, so they can come with innovation and creativity to help 
develop ethical AI development policies. 
 

            Source: Global Index on Responsible AI Report 2024 
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Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 
Over the past few years, international organizations, industries and governments have done multiple 
discussions to implement efficient and realistic solutions aimed at AI technologies that are developed and 
used with responsibility and have an ethical criterion behind them. These solutions have seeked mainly to 
focus on safeguarding transparency, privacy, fairness and respect for human values, for the benefit of 
society.  

1. GDPR (General Protection Data Regulation) 
Introduced by the European Union, the GDPR introduces a strict set of guidelines on how the 
personal data should be gathered, processed and saved. Its main goal is to give control to the users 
of their personal data, so it's not used against them.  This means that in AI, the organisations have to 
ensure that there is transparency on how the users data is used. So they have to include systems 
where the users can protect their data from unwanted and unauthorized access to it. Transparency is 
the key and an obligation in AI decisions (University of San Diego, s.f.) 

 

2. IBM’S AI Ethics Board 
IBM has created an AI ethics board, that in 2022 the OPTR set in motion the Privacy and AI 
Management Systems (PIMS), so it helps IMB to manage ML models with trustworthiness, promote 
accountability, transparency and facilitate obedience with privacy and AI regulations (IBM, s.f.) So by 
this, IBM has positioned itself as a big leader in a trustworthy AI, ensuring bias mitigation principales 
and trust with the user.  

 

3. Microsoft's Responsible AI Standard  
Microsoft has dedicated itself to develop AI systems that 
function with trust, transparency and reliability. That's why 
Microsoft identified 6 principles that AI should have to ensure a 
better development of it, which are; fairness, inclusiveness, 
transparency, accountability, reliability and safety, and privacy 
and security. All of these principles are completely ethical and 
align with our human values, to ensure that the AI has a 
reasonable and responsible use behind it so it doesn't operate without any bias. (Responsible AI 
Principles And Approach | Microsoft AI, s. f.)   
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Possible Solutions 
Ethical AI Development itself is a problem that has been solved by many countries, but there are 
numerous ways in which these solutions can be improved, or the addition to new ones for better policies 
and frameworks that align perfectly with human values, without causing any harm in society 

 

1. Organization and governance strategies 

a) Customizing AI Frameworks to the necessities and rules of the country 

b) A functional and cooperative work with other countries 

c) Ethics Training programs to ensure a well done AI with ethic values 

 

2. Technical/Development Solutions 

a) Data privacy improvement 

b) Constant auditing and monitoring AI 

c) Bias detection and mitigation tools 

d) Ethical impact assessments 

 

3. Good AI use 

a) Transparency in the interactions between AI and the person 

b) AI use for social initiatives or events with good intentions 
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