
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to Write a Position Paper 

 

A Position Paper is a diplomatic statement of your country's stance on the issues under discussion at a Model United 

Nations conference. It is a critical pre-conference submission that showcases a delegate's preparation and 

understanding. Typically, a Position Paper is concise, about 1-2 pages long, and is structured into 3-4 paragraphs, each 

serving a distinct purpose. The first paragraph usually outlines the historical context and current situation of the issue 

from your country's perspective. The second paragraph should delve into your country's policies and actions regarding 

the issue, providing evidence of past and present involvement. The third paragraph often proposes solutions that align 

with your country's policies, suggesting ways to address the issue effectively. Finally, the fourth paragraph can offer a 

summary and reiterate your country's commitment to resolving the issue. The paper should be written formally, as if it 

were a communication from the government of your country, and it should include a header with relevant details such 

as the country name, conference name, committee, and topic. The questions your Position Paper should answer include: 

What is the issue? What is your country's position? What actions has your country taken? What solutions does your 

country propose? Following the format of a provided sample can guide you in structuring your content appropriately. 

Remember, the goal is to present a clear, well-researched, and diplomatically phrased document that aligns with your 

assigned country's policies and perspectives. 

 

Heading Committee: [Your Committee Title]  

Topic: [Your Topic]  

Country: [Your Country]  

 

Topic Background  

What is the definition of the topic?  

Where does the topic take place? 

Who is involved?  

How many people does it affect?  

Where, and in what ways? Why is this topic important?  

 

Past International Action  

Have there been any interesting statements by UN officials on this topic? Try to find a quote.  

What are the most important UN resolutions and treaties on this topic?  

Do any major Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) work on this topic?  

 

Country Policy  

How has this topic impacted your country?  

What has your country tried to do about this topic?  

What types of policies would your country want the UN to adopt (or not adopt) on this topic?  

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Possible Solutions 

What specific plans would your country like the UN to undertake to address this issue? 

What specific plans would your country like Members States to undertake in their own countries? 

Why would your ideas work? Give specific plans. 

 

Example: 
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